
Date: 29th May 2020 

To: Members of the Education and Skills Committee 

Subject: A Contribution to the Coronavirus and Education Enquiry from 
Children and Young people 

  
 

Dear committee members, 
  
Within the context of the Covid-19 crisis in Scotland, the Scottish Government’s 
decision not to hold school level Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) exams in 
2020, along with the widespread implementation of alternative assessments in 
Further Education (FE) is one of single most impactful factors on children and young 
people’s lives today. 
  
In addition to the stress and future uncertainty facing everyone in Scotland, children 
and young people’s current circumstances are only worsened by lack of clarity, 
transparency and mechanisms to mitigating against further inequality within the 
alternative assessment process. As a group of children and young people ourselves, 
and seeing those around us, we understand their stresses well. 

 

While we fully understand the difficulty the decisions around education must have 
been made with, and that they have been necessary ones, we are writing today to 
express our concerns and seek clarity.  Specifically, we write with reference to the 
implications these decisions have on children and young people’s rights, and 
whether their opinions have been listened to in this process. 
  
As you will no doubt be aware, the Scottish Government has committed to 
incorporating the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) into 
Scots Law, a clear commitment to children’s rights. Given the direct impact which 
these decisions are clearly going to have on young people, it is very concerning that 
to our knowledge neither the Scottish Government nor the SQA have attempted to 
conduct either; a children’s rights impact assessment or a children’s rights and well-
being impact assessment. If this is the case, we are concerned these decisions may 
have majorly lacked youth engagement, and that young people’s opinions have 
therefore not been properly included in developing the alternative assessment 
process.  All children have the right to have their opinions heard and taken seriously 
in decisions which affect them - it is vital this right is upheld, even in the midst of a 
pandemic.   
  
It is with all this in mind that this letter highlights some key issues, which we believe 
the committee should seek to gain clarity over from the Scottish Government and the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority.   
  
As a group of young people who have worked extensively on youth engagement, in 
a range of sectors in Scotland, we speak with a wealth of experience on the 
importance of youth engagement. We collectively have over 10 years’ experience 
working on a range of projects and roles concerned with the inclusion of young 
people across academia, legislative affairs, local authorities, national projects and 
campaigns. 



  
With this expertise we propose that the Education and Skills Committee pose the 
following questions to John Swinney, the Cabinet Secretary for Education and the 
Scottish Qualifications Authority on behalf of young people going through this 
process: 
  

• We are aware that an engagement process only concerned with consulting 
teachers, lecturers, and education staff on the alternative grade allocation 
process is currently underway. What action are you taking to ensure that the 
meaningful engagement of children and young people is being treated with 
equal importance, and what mechanisms are being utilised in doing so? 

  
• If such assurances are possible, can the SQA and the Scottish Government 

please outline a comprehensive plan for engaging children and young people, 
to understand their circumstances relevant to the alternative assessment 
process? 

  
• On the 19th March, the Cabinet Secretary for Education proposed that “no-one 

will lose out as a consequence of the arrangements we have put in place”. 
While we welcome this assurance, this approach raises a large question over 
‘how’ they are going to ensure this in the face of the danger of discriminating 
against less privileged candidates, and minority groups who are more likely to 
face discrimination. Can explicit details over the consultation and mechanisms 
which are going to be used to mitigate against compounding inequality be 
provided? 

  
We look forward to clarity, and assurances in response to our questions, and would 
gladly offer our experience in youth engagement to support a solution. We hope you 
agree that children and young people being meaningfully engaged and involved in the 
decisions that affect them is not only their right, but the right thing to do. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
 

Joel Meekison 

  
Mhairi McCann 

  
Abby Lang 

  
Rachael Ann Hatfield 

 

Razannah Hussain 

 

Katrina Lambert 
 

#iwill Ambassadors 

 



  
 

 


